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STATUTORY REQUIREMENT

In addition to the seven mandatory elements, other optional elements may be included in a City’s General
Plan. The California Government Code Section 65303 states:

The General Plan may include any other elements or address any other subjects which, in
the judgment of the legislative body, relate to the physical development of the county or
city.

Huntington Beach’s Historical and Cultural Element is just such an optional element. Once adopted, this
element will have the same legal status as any of the mandatory elements. Additionally, other state

requirements pertaining to the mandatory elements, such as internal consistency, also apply to the optional
element.

TECHNICAL SYNQPSIS

A. HISTORIC RESOURCES

To best understand the importance of Huntington Beach’s historic resources, it is necessary to examine the
history and events that helped shape the community’s built environment. Along with a basic historical
understanding, the styles and variations of Huntington Beach’s architectural resources must also be
examined. The overall intent of this section is to identify the historical resources of the community, their
current designations and community status, and the issues affecting their future.

1. City History

The area that is now Huntington Beach came under European control as a portion of a large land grant from
the Spanish Governor of California, Pedro Fages, to one of his soldiers, Jose Manuel Nieto, in
approximately 1784.

.In 1834, following Mexico’s independence from Spain, the original land grant, stretching from the ocean by
Newport Beach, north into La Habra Heights area and east into San Bernardino County, was split at the
request of the Nieto heirs. Mexican Governor Jose Figueroa deeded a section called Rancho Las Bolsas,
consisting of 21 square miles to Catarina Ruiz, a widow of one of the Nietos. This area later became the
cities of Huntington Beach, Garden Grove, Westminster and Fountain Valley. Seven years later, a six
square mile rancho to the northwest, Bolsa Chica, was spilt off and granted to Joaquin Ruiz.

In 1850, Abel Stearns acquired both Las Bolsas and Bolsa Chica Ranchos, making him the largest land and
cattle owner in the state. As a result of a severe drought in 1867, Mr. Stearns sought financial assistance,
thereby formulating the Stearns Rancho Company. ‘ -

Under the Stearns Rancho Company, the Huntington Beach area was considered valueless and sold for $5 to
$10 an acre because of the swampy thick vegetative areas and salt water marshes. These swampy willow
thickets became a haven for fugitives and religious groups and was soon known as “Gospel Swamp”
because it was used by early minister-settlers to preach the Gospel.
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Colonel Robert Northam purchased the mesa from the Stearns Rancho Company and created the town of
“Huntington Beach.” Since the swamp surrounded the mesa most of the year, no railroads, bridges, nor
roads linked the mesa to any existing community.

Philip Stanton formed a local syndicate in 1901 and purchased 1500 acres of Rancho Las Bolsas from
Robert Northam for $100,000. The group, organized as the West Coast Land Company, subdivided 40
acres along both sides of what is now known as Main Street, and called it “Pacific City.” It was Stanton’s
dream to build a town on the Pacific coast that would rival the east coast’s Atlantic City. As a result, water
wells were drilled and streets were paved; Stanton realized the need for mass transportation and is reported
to bave persuaded Henry E. Huntington to bring the “red cars™ to the City. The West Coast Land Company,
reorganized, renaming itself the Huntington Beach Company and purchased additional land from Colonel .
Northam. The first electric passenger train came to Huntington Beach in 1904. The City name changed to
Huntington Beach in approximately 1903 and incorporated in 1909 as a townsite with 3.57 square miles and
a population of 915. The land value continued to remain low, and as a result, The Encyclopedia Americana
Company purchased 10 acres (considered almost worthless), subdivided them into 2,500 square foot lots
and gave them as a bonus when purchasing a set of encyclopedias.

Early Huntington Beach settlers discovered natural gas while drilling for water. In 1919, geologists
influenced by the natural gas discoveries started exploratory oil drilling. Practically overnight, the small
Huntington Beach town exploded with oil fever. Many of the poor families that were farming on 10 to 15
acres became overnight millionaires. Encyclopedia lot owners began receiving $100 per month for their
“worthless” properties. Standard Oil leased 500 acres of land from the Huntington Beach Company and
drilled their first well in the northwest area of the City producing approximately 91 barrels a day. The
second discovery well, Bolsa #1, was a large find with 2,000 barrels of oil pumped per day; the Bolsa Chica
#1 discovery caused fortune hunters to flock to the City. The town suddenly grew from 1,500 to 5,000
people.

In 1926, the area between 8th Street and 23rd Street, was the focus of the second oil boom for Huntington
Beach. Virtually every lot was turned into an oil lease with many existing houses and structures completely
moved. ‘

Although oil was the primary factor in Huntington Beach’s economy, the City did not ignore the
community’s need for recreational and cultural opportunities. In 1921, the City purchased, from the
Huntington Beach Company, a beach area from the pier to 9th Street for $75,000.

Although most of Southern California experienced a housing boom after World War II, the rapid expansion
had comparatively little effect on Huntington Beach since so much of the surrounding land was in active oil
production or agricultural use. The original 1909 townsite consisting of 3.57 square miles remained much
the same until the late 1950’s annexations. From 1957 through 1960, Huntington Beach experienced its
most rapid growth, increasing its size to 25 square miles as a result of 11 farmland annexations. Land
values increased dramatically; as a result of an increased Orange County housing demand, outlying farms
were sold and residential uses developed.

In recent years, much of the oil fields have been cleared and recycled for development. However, the oil
industry is still a part of Huntington Beach’s character and image.
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2. Architectural Resources

Structures in Huntington Beach are comprised of a variety of architectural styles. These styles serve as a
physical background to understanding the history and culture of the Huntington Beach area. The followmg
describes predominant architectural styles that remain in Huntington Beach today.

a. Victorian (circa 1880-1901)

Queen Anne, Queen Anne Cottage, Shingle and Eastlake are all style variations on the Victorian theme that
occur in Huntington Beach’s residential structures.

Victorian, in American architecture, refers to styles that were popularized during the last decades of
Britain’s Queen Victoria’s reign (1837-1901). The style introduced the use of lighter, two inch boards held
together by wire nails. This constructional change freed houses from their traditional box-like shapes and
permitted the simplification of corner construction and enabled wall extensions, overhangs, and irregular
floor plans to occur. Victorian styles clearly reflect industrialization changes in their elaborate detailing and
decorative components such as irregular elevations, frequently broken up by towers or bay windows and the
exteriors decorated with spindles, fretwork, sawnwork and elaborate scrollwork.

Local examples include':

«  Newland House, 19820 Beach Boulevard (Queen Anne)
»  Helm-Worthy House, 126 Sixth Street (Eastlake)
« 223 Sixth Street (Shingle)

b. Colonial Revival/Neo-Classical Box (circa 1900-1912)

This revival of interest in the classical models dates from the World’s Colombian Exposition held in
Chicago in 1893. The expositions’ planners mandated a classical theme, and many of the best-known
architects of the day designed dramatic colonnaded buildings arranged around a central court. The
exposition was widely photographed, reported, and attended; soon these Neo-classical and Colonial Revival
models became the latest fashion throughout the country.

These homes emphasize a rectangular volume with facades that show symmetrically balanced windows and
a center door. Colonial Revival architecture typically accentuates the front door with a decorative crown
supported by pilasters, or extended forward and supported by slender columns to form an entry porch.

Neo-Classical facades are dominated by full-height porches with a roof supported by classical columns.
The one-story cottages that are the dominate Neo-Cla551cal style observed in Huntington Beach typically
have hipped roofs with prominent central dormers.

! Source: Thirtieth Street Architectural Survey, 1986
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Local examples include:

* 326 7th Street (Neo-Classical)

» 428 7th Street (Colonial Revival)
» 321 5th Street (Colonial Revival)
» 702 11th Street (Colonial Revival)

¢. Cottages/Bungalows (circa 1912-1940)

This category includes small, modest homes, beach cottages and California Bungalows. The word
Bungalow can be traced to India, where in the 19th century, the British used it to describe a one story house
with a high encircling porch. In California, the term is applied to houses that have similar characteristics
but their design concepts derive from completely different antecedents. The California Bungalows drew
much of their influence from the small-scale, one-story, Queen Anne-style cottages that were profusely
built throughout California between 1880 and 1890. It was this basic form in which architects brought
elements of the craftsman movement, the Stick Style and others into a very distinct American synthesis.

This style of homes primarily served as beach resort cottages and modest housing for those in Huntington
Beach. Exterior wall surfaces are covered with board and batton clapboard or stucco. These houses are
built of a single story with a porch or porches. Their windows are wood hung in either double-hung or
casement.

Local examples include:

* 423 6th Street

e 617 7th Street

e 619 7th Street

» 713 Main Street

* 412 9th Street (Early Cottages)

d. Craftsman (circa 1905-1930)

The craftsman house is one of the few indigenous American styles inspired by the work of two Southern
Californian brothers, Charles and Henry Greene. The theme of the crafisman construction emphasized
function and beauty while utilizing local materials to blend with local landscapes. The craftsman style
became increasingly popularized through various publications, and as result, a flood of pattern books
offered plans for craftsman bungalows. It was through these mechanisms that the craftsman house quickly
became the most popular and fashionable house style in the country.

The craftsman house features low pitched, gabled roofs which may be hipped with wide, unenclosed eave
overhangs. Roof rafters are usually exposed with decorative beams or braces commonly added under the
-gables. Porches are either full or partial width with the roof supported by tapered square columns, which
are frequently extended to the ground level.
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Local examples include:

«  Shank House, 204 5th Street

317 5th Street

Griffith Apartments, 738-740 Main Street
« 715 Main Street

e. Spanish Colonial Revival (circa 1910-1940)

Domestic buildings of Spanish precedent built before 1920 are, for the most part, free adaptations of the
mission style. Not until the Panama-California Exposition of 1915, held in San Diego, did the precise
imitation. of more elaborate Spanish prototypes received greater attention. The interpretations focused on
the richness of Spanish precedents and architectural traditions that were observed throughout Latin
America.

The style features low pitched roofs, usually with little or no overhang, and red tile roof coverings. The
floor plans are typically informal with simple box-like shapes. Prominent arches are usually placed above
the door, principle windows or just beneath the porch’s roof. Wall surfaces are almost always stucco on an
asymmetrical facade. '

Local examples include:

* 111-115 7th Street
* 509 10th Street

» 828 11th Street

+ 802 Main Street

f. Period Revival (circa 1900-1940)

This is a combination of revival styles with borrowed images from Mediterranean, English Tudor, Federal,
Georgian, French Norman, Moorish and other styles. Many of these have roof lines with steep pitches to
emphasize their style. The Mediterranean Revival homes feature stucco walls, parapets, tile roofs and
arched doors or windows. Although distinctive from others in its purer form, elements of the Spanish or
Mediterranean Revival styles are often mixed with other styles of this period. Window forms are generally
casement or double-hung and the front door is often heavy wood in design. Most homes of this period do
not have front porches.

Local examples include:

» 317 7th Street (English Tudor Revival)
«  First Baptist Church, 401 6th Street (Gothic Revival)

'g. 40’s Tract (circa 1940-1950)
These homes marked the first development of tract homes within Huntington Beach. These ranch style

homes generally have composition roofs and stucco clad exteriors. The windows are generally double-hung
and are wood frame.
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3. Historic Resources

Depicted on Figure HCR-1 are the historical resources identified by the City, the Historical Resources
Board (HRB), 1986 Downtown Historical Study and 'a windshield survey. The historic resources are
specifically described in further detail in the following text.

The community’s historical resources have been identified as significant structures and places by one of
four sources, the HRB, a Historic Place by the National Register, Potential Historic Districts by the
Downtown Survey, and/or a Local Landmark by the City of Huntington Beach City Council. The historical
resources that have been identified are described below.

Listed here are specific terms that will be used in the following discussion of local resources.
National Register Historic Dijstrict - A national listing of districts noted as significant for a list of items.

Conservation District - Useful in places where full historic district designations are not feasible.
Established regulations govern the heights, scale and roof lines of new construction and additions with the
intent of preserving the district’s character.

Local Historic District - A City designated area of historical or cultural significance. The designation
allows cities greater flexibility in determining the types of rehabilitation and infill to be permitted.

National Register of Historic Places - A register of sites, buildings, structures and objects, significant in
American history, architecture, archaeology and culture.

a. Significant Structures and Places

The Historic Resources Board (HRB) for the City of Huntington Beach has generated a list of local
landmarks considered to be of significant importance to the local community as shown on Tables HCR-1
and HCR-2. The HRB functions solely as an advisory board to the City Council on historical issues and
programs.

The significance of a structure or a place is based upon its overali contribution to the community by either
its historical, age, cultural, social, or visual function(s). It is the intention of the HRB to place these
structures and places on a City listing for protection and/or preservation of the landmark’s size, scale,
design and/or function. Table HCR-1 represents the rating system devised by the Department of the
Interior and Table HCR-2 is the HRB’s list of local landmarks.

b. National Register of Historic Places

The City currently has five historic structures that have gained status on the National Register of Federal
Historic Places. These historic places as shown on Plates HCR-1 and HCR-2 are:

City Gym and Plunge - 1600 Palm Avenue

The City Gym and Plunge was added to the register in 1993. The structure was built in 1931 and is still
used for its original purpose as a gymnasium and pool facility.
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TABLE HCR-1

Category Ratings for Historical Landmarks

Individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

3 Appears eligible for individual listing.
3D Appears eligible for listing only as a contributor to a potential National Register district.
3/3D Also appears individually eligible.
4 May become eligible for when:
a.  More historic or architectural research is performed.
b.  The property is restored to an earlier appearance.
¢.  More significant examples of the property's architectural style are demolished.
d The property becomes old enough to meet the Register's 50-year requirement.
5*/5D Appears individually eligible for local landmark designation.
6 None of the above.
NR Not rated.

The above categories are National Register Standards presented to Council in 1988 as part of the Johnson and
Humann Report.

Ratings for Landmark Significance

S Structure
A/S Archaeological Site
H/S Historical Site
H/P Historical Person or Family
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TABLE HCR-2

Local Landmarks
City of Huntington Beach

1991
9151 Atlanta Post Office - H/P
Beach Boulevard Bartlett Park -- A/S
17011 Beach Charter Center - S
17211 Beach Early Fire Station - S
19820 Beach Newland House 1898 1 S-H/P
Pacific Coast Highway Bolsa Chica Wetlands -- S
5301 Bolsa McDonnall-Douglas - S
20491 Bushard House and Barn -- S
301 California Craftsman House 1910 - S
801 California Brown House/Tower 1927 -- S
7561 Center Old World Village 1978 - S
Clay/Goldenwest Huntington A-1 Well 1920 - H/S
216 Crest Mayor McCallen House 1928 5*/3D H/P
701 Delaware Mayor Manning House - H/P
Edwards Hill Archaeological Area - A/S
17292 Goldenwest Stricklin House - H/P
17162 Gothard Slater House - H/P
713 Hill House 1906 - S
505 Lake Higgins House 1915 5 H/P
Lake/11th Lake Park Cabin 1923 - S
Los Potos/Orian Water Tower - S
20444 Magnolia Sts. Simon & Jude Church -- S
115 Main Olson Building 1916 iD S
122 Main Pacific City City Hall 1903 3D S
123 Main Huntington Cafe 1906 3D S
1224 Main Obarr Drugs 1910 3D S

2 See Table HCR-1.
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TABLE HR-2 (cont.)

126 Main Standard Market 1928 3D S
205 Main H.B. News 1904 3D S
207 Main Princess Theatre 1910 3D S
213 Main H.B. Sheet Metal 1919 3D S
217 Main Pioneer Feed & Fuel 1904 3D S
525 Main Main Street Library 1951 - S
610 Main Terry's Garage 1933 3D S
Main/11th Circle Park 1905 - H/S
Main Street Wesley Park Section 3D S
1905 Main Huntington Beach High 1926 3 S
2000 Main H.B. City Hall 1974 - S
2111 Main Seacliff Village - S
21730 Newland Edison Plant - S
Old Pirate Lane Graham House - H/P
316 Olive U.S. Post Office 1936 3/3D S
411 Olive Dr. Hawes Medical Blvd. 1936 3D H/P
114 PCH Garner House 1905 3 S
319 PCH H.B. Pier S
414-416 PCH H.B. Company/ 3D S
Telephone Exchang

16400 PCH Peter's Landing - S
21100 PCH Waterfont Hilton 1990 - S
1502 Palm Dwyer School 1933 3 S
1600 Palm H.B. Gym & Plunge - 1931 3 S
Clay/Yorktown Reservoir Hill -- AlS
16400 Springdale St. Bonaventure - S
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TABLE HR-2 (cont.)

7111 Talbert Central Park.Library - S
412-414 Walnut Dr. Shank Commercial 1920's - S
513-519 Walnut Helms House Fumnishing Co. 1904 3D S
5203 Warner Meadowlark Site 1/3D S-H/P
7360-7386 Warner Warner Baptist Church 1906 - A/S
7622 Warner Japanese Church -- S
7642 Wamer Furuta House - S
Warner/B Street Edison Substation - H/P
333 Yorktown Northam House 5 S
303 3rd Young Building 1923 5*/3D S
310 3rd 1880's House 5 S
204 5th Shank House 1912 3/3D S
218-220 5th City Hall/Jail 1918 4/3D S
311 5th Zigzag Modem 1930's 5 S
317 5th Craftsman Bungalow 1910 5% S
321 5th Colonial Revival 1905 5* S
126 6th Helm/Worthy House 1880's 1 S-H/P
410 6th Baptist Church 1906 4 S
111-115 7th Spanish Colonial 1910's 5 S
127 7th Bungalow Court 1925 5 S
401-403 7th Craftsman Apartments 1920 5* S
428 7th Neo-Classical House 1910 5* S
301 8th Period Revival Church 1928 5% S
421 8th Hotel Evangeline 1906 3 S
211 9th Victoria Eastlake 1906 5 S
321 10th St. Mary's Church 1910 5* S
403 10th Judge Warner House 1907 5 S-H/P
420 10th Woman's Clubhouse 1916 4 S
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Newland House (1898)

» 19820 Beach Blvd.

Helm House Furnishing
Co. Helm-Worthy House
(1904)

< 5/3 - 5/9 Walnut Ave.
126 Sixth St.

Garner House (1905)

* 114 Pacific Coast Hwy.

HISTORIC
RESOURCES
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Local Landmarks

Selected Buildings such
as this one on the
Huntington Beach High
School campus, have
been given a local city
landmark designation.

Bartlett Park

Created to provide a
preservation home for
community historic
structures subject to
demolition. Insufficient
funds have prevented
total relocation at a
permanent location.

HISTORIC

RESOURCES §HCR_2 |
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Newland House - 19820 Beach Boulevard

On a high bluff overlooking the lowlands of Huntington Beach stands the home built by William and Mary
Newland in 1898. The white frame house located on Beach Boulevard at Adams Avenue is the City’s best
preserved and most historically significant example of the late Victorian period. Here the Newland’s
resided for 54 years, established a large, highly productive ranch and helped to pioneer the City of
Huntington Beach through their contributions in the fields of education, business, community and social
service.

Helm House Furnishing Company - 513-519 Walnut Avenue

Constructed in 1904, the building is the only pre-1910 commercial building in Huntington Beach to retain
its original architectural integrity. It is the last Western Falsefront building in south and central Orange
County. Mr. Helm moved to Huntington Beach in 1903 and built this structure to begin his business. Mr.
Helm, the town’s 4th mayor, contributed much to the early settlement years of Huntington Beach. The
structure is in excellent condition located on its original site (near the corner of Walnut and 6th).

Helm-Worthy House - 126 Sixth Street

The Helm-Worthy House is estimated to have been built about 1880. This modified Queen Anne is one of
the finest pre-incorporation era houses in Huntington Beach. Moved from its original site in Santa Ana in
1903, the house retains much of its historic integrity. The house’s significance is promulgated by its
association with prominent persons who helped shape Huntington Beach’s history, as a good example of
pre-1900 architecture, and its place in the broad patterns of the City’s history. The Helm-Worthy house,
which sits adjacent to the Helm House Furnishing Company, was placed on the National Register in 1987.
The Helm-Worthy House is listed with the Helm House Furnishing Company on the National Register.

Garner House - 114 Pacific Coast Highway

The Gamer House, constructed in 1905, is a fine example of coastal architecture in a Craftsman Bungalow
style. It features a deeply bellcast gabled roof with front-facing gable features. This building was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in 1982.

c. Potential National Landmarks

The City’s downtown historic survey of 1986 identified 103 structures that are considered to be potentially
eligible for listing on the National Register. Among the 103 identified in the survey report, eleven buildings
in the commercial core and immediate adjacent areas are potentially eligible due to their architectural
character. Although the survey only included the downtown area, there is a high probability that areas not
studied are also potentially eligible. Since the date of the survey, many potential national landmarks have
been torn down. Please see a discussion in Section “e” below.

d. Potential Historic/Conservation Districts
Generally termed as historic district, these collections of buildings maintain a feeling and association of the

past by their internal coherence and integrity. In other words, the buildings relate to one another in the same
way that they did originally.
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The Historic Survey of 1986 identified three (3) potential historic districts within the downtown area. They
are as depicted on Figure HCR-1 and are discussed below.

Main Street/Downtown

The Main Street Historic District incorporates the 200 block of Main, the 200 and 300 blocks of Fifth Street
and cross street buildings on Olive Avenue between Third and Fifth Streets. This district includes both
commercial and residential buildings and reflects the early small town development of the City. The Main
Street District includes approximately 22 pre-1940 buildings of which ten are rated as contributing or
significant buildings. Another nine buildings are possible contributors if existing non-historic remodelings
are reversed.

Although the district is no longer eligible for National Register consideration because of the extreme
modifications and demolitions which have recently occurred, preservation efforts within the City’s core can
provide a strong focal point for the community. Since the proposed historic district is within the City’s
Redevelopment area, programs of low interest loans or grants may be feasible to encourage owners to
upgrade and preserve the integrity of their buildings.

Ninth Street Area

The Ninth Street Historic District incorporates the 300, 400, and 500 blocks of Ninth Street from numbers
310 to 511. This residential district includes mostly small Craftsman and Spanish Colonial Revival houses
built in the 1910°s and 1920’s, which represent typical worker’s cottages in the City’s early development.

Wesley Park

The Wesley Park Historic District incorporates an irregular boundary focused primarily on the 200 block of
Main Street and the 200 and 300 blocks of Crest Avenue. Also included are adjacent areas such as the 600
and 700 blocks of 7th and 8th Streets, areas on 11th Street across from Farquar Park, and the east side of
Main Street up to Tenth Avenue. This area includes many of the City’s early homes which were moved to
Wesley Park after the 1926 town lot 0il boom. Many of the most significant historic residential buildings
remaining in the City are located within this area.

e. Vulnerability to Change

Since the historic survey was completed for downtown Huntington Beach in 1985, a significant number of
Huntington Beach’s historical resources have been destroyed and/or demolished. Of the three potential
historic districts identified by the 1986 survey, two are no longer eligible for National districts as a result of
subsequent demolitions and renovations.

The downtown historic resources are extremely vulnerable to change. The commercial areas, specifically
Main Street, are experiencing extreme development pressures to intensify their land uses due to escalating
land values. '

THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH GENERAL PLAN
II-HCR-15



COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CHAPTER
HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES ELEMENT

Older residential areas are also experiencing an increased intensification of development. Much of the
one-story beach cottage character of downtown has changed to larger three-story beach houses. With the
development activity occurring in areas of the City with significant historical resources, the City must
decide the importance of these resources and what direction should be taken to preserve those elements
critical to the character of the City, either onsite or through a historic relocation program.

The Downtown Specific Plan calls for the creation of a mixed use/commercial intensity use along Main
Street and Pacific Coast Highway. The zoning allows commercial uses to be three to six stories high, thus
applying significant development pressure on smaller, older structures in the vicinity. Secondly, the plan
identified over 50 percent of the structures in the study area as seismically unstable, stating they must
ultimately be improved to meet seismic standards or be demolished.

f. Availability of Funds

Insufficient funds presently exist for the adequate preservation and/or relocation of significant historical
resources within Huntington Beach. The activities of the Huntington Beach Historical Society are
predominantly funded through private donations and local volunteers. The Historical Society utilizes most
of its time and resources to support the operations and maintenance of the Newland House.

A location needs to be provided for relocated historical structures. Limited funds were available for moving
a few homes to Bartlett Park, however, insufficient funds have prevented relocation of all structures and the
park has suffered from vandalism.

B. CULTURAL RESOURCES

1. Imtroduction

Over the past twenty years, the City has made great strides in addressing the provision of arts and cultural
services to residents and visitors. A Cultural Master Plan was adopted in 1994 guiding the development of
cultural services and facilities. In addition, the City has begun to develop the cultural infrastructure that can
provide the range of services residents require. While the cultural life of Huntington Beach is quite active,
the addition of the new wing of the Huntington Beach Public Library and Cuitural Center and the imminent
opening of the Huntington Beach Arts Center lend a new, high visibility focus for culture that will have an
impact on residents and the entire region. This strengthened activity relating to arts and culture is a result of
the local residents’ desire for a higher profile for arts and cultural activity.

The city is a composite of identities - “surf”’, “oil”, environmentalism, multiple histories of indigenous
inhabitants, agriculture, revival meetings, rail and other transportation links. All these serve as the building
blocks of an exciting and vibrant cultural context offering much to residents and visitors.

The revitalization of Main Street and its cultural amenities has brought a new image and vitality to
downtown Huntington Beach. This area has an assortment of historic structures that enhance a sense of
history for both resident and visitor and provide the foundation for a strong community image.
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2. Existing Conditions

~ a. Cultural Facilities, Artists, and Arts Groups

There are a number of cultural facilities in Huntington Beach, including multi-faceted visual and
performing arts spaces, historic sites, and outdoor facilities. With the recently opened annex to the
Huntington Beach Public Library and Cultural Center and the anticipated opening of the Huntington Beach
Arts Center in 1994, cultural activities in Huntington Beach will have a strong and visible presence.

The vitality of the artists and arts groups comprise an active and focused cultural scene in the city.
Although there are few large or highly structured arts and cultural organizations in Huntington Beach, there
is a core of local artists, both professional and amateur, as well as many arts groups that are conductmg a
wide array of high-quality programs:

The soon-to-be opened Huntington Beach Arts Center is a community arts facility that will provide
local citizens and a regional audience with opportunities for exposure to and involvement in the
visual arts. It will have three gallery spaces, a studio, classrooms, meeting rooms, and a bookstore
and gift shop;

The City’s Parks and Recreation program includes arts and crafts classes held in parks and
community centers throughout the city;

The Huntington Beach Public Library and Cultural Center, with its new wing devoted to children,
also includes a 300-seat theater, several meeting and classrooms.

The Huntington Beach Playhouse is a thirty-year old community theater now performing in the new
theater at the library. The group presents 16 performances of six shows during the year as well as
an outdoor Shakespeare series in Huntington Central Park and a children’s Christinas program;

The Newland House Museum is a showcase of local history operated by the Historical Society and
the city. In addition to exhibition space in its restored building and barn, there is outdoor space for
additional exhibits and special events in the area between the house and barn;

The International Surfing Museum opened in its first location in 1988 and is presently in a 2,000
square foot renovated space in the downtown. Plans to build a new, state-of-the-art museum
facility are currently developed, and funding is being sought. A “Surfing Walk of Fame” is being
established and has received much attention in the international surfing community;

Golden West College has a wide range of cultural facilities and active instructional programs in the
arts with an emphasis on both traditional and electronic forms of most artistic media. Its program
of theater production currently includes about 40 percent non-student actors;

The Huntington Harbour Philharmonic Committee has an active program of fund-raising for the
Orange County Performing Arts Center. In addition, the Committee provides a range of programs
for public school children, including in-school programs and bus trips to the Performing Arts
Center; -

The Huntington Beach Concert Band performs in venues around Orange County. With about
seventy-five members, half of whom are from Huntington Beach, the band has played at City
Council meetings, ground-breakings, concerts in Huntington Central Park, and other locations. It is
the only band of its type in Orange County not supported by a school district;
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»  The School for the Performing Arts at Huntington Beach High School currently has an enroliment
of approximately three hundred students and offers classes in dance, theater, music, and television
production; and

« A wide range of other groups, including the Arts Associates and the Huntington Beach Art League,
are also active in the community. Many arts and historic groups in the city function on a volunteer
basis, without paid staff or permanent facilities. Artists have generally not been able to work in the
city, primarily because of the cost of renting space and the lack of professional venues in which to
exhibit and perform their work.

b. Resources for Arts Education

The quality of arts education in Huntington Beach depends in large measure on the particular school and
school district that a child attends. In part, because there are four school districts in the city, the range and
quality of offerings vary.

Elementary and middle schools rely on classroom teachers to integrate the arts (as a teaching tool) into the
curriculum. Middle schools’ visual arts, music, band and choir specialists are shared within districts. All
four high schools have basic instruction in some of the performing arts (generally, some combination of
choir, band, drama, and dance) with faculty shared among them. Each school has visual arts programs that
are run by two visual arts specialists. The School for the Performing Arts at the Huntington Beach High
School was established to provide advanced performing arts classes and ensembles at the high school level.
It offers a wide array of arts experiences to students citywide.

While the primary opportunity for providing arts education experiences for children lies with the public
schools, there are additional opportunities directed toward children and older residents. The City has
several programs that have an impact on arts and cultural education.

The City’s HBTV Channel 3 offers a talk show about the arts. The new Huntington Beach Arts Center will
offer interpretive programs, school tours, and workshops in various media, disciplines and issues. The
Recreation, Beaches, and Development Division of the Community Services Department offers extensive
classes in centers throughout the city, although there are relatively few classes in visual and performing arts.
~ Few, if any, classes are offered for teens and adults. Classes for children include some crafts and dance.

The Huntington Beach Public Library and Cultural Center offers a range of cultural programs. There is a
new children’s wing, but because of budgetary constraints, the amount of cultural programming is limited.
Rental fees for using the facilities are out of range for smaller cultural groups.

Nonprofit arts and cultural groups in Huntington Beach have played an important role in providing
educational opportunities for school children. Among the activities that have been provided are:

e The Huntington Harbour Philharmonic Committee, in addition to raising money for the Orange
County Performing Arts Center, coordinates field trips to the center for a variety of tours and
performances. They also bring ensembles into the schools for assemblies that can include
performance and demonstrations of instruments. They sponsor the “Music Mobile” which travels
to elementary schools to introduce third graders to musical instruments;
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» The Newland House Museum offers tours of its facility to schools, primarily third and fourth
graders who are studying local and California history. In addition, the Historical Society offers
special 2 hour tours of the facility; and

* The Japan America Society has developed a cultural program for schools, building on the Sister
City Program.

c¢. The Role of the Cultural Services Division & Advisory Board of the City of Huntington Beach

The Cultural Services Division is responsible for an array of activities, including oversight of construction
and program development for the new Huntington Beach Arts Center and overseeing historic and cultural
programs in the community. At the present time, its primary roles are that of manager of many of the city’s
existing arts programs and presenter of visual arts activities. There are other roles of the division, including
serving as ‘a “catalyst” to assist local arts groups in promotion, location space, fund-raising for- cultural
projects, and capital project oversight.

The Allied Arts Board is designated to advise City Council on all matters pertaining to the arts in
Huntington Beach. It was responsible for developing the initial ten-year plan for cultural activities that led
to the establishment of the Cultural Services Division as well as other important milestones in the
development of the cultural life of the city. Along with the Historic Resources Board (which oversees
historic programs and activities), the Allied Arts Board, in its role as advisor to the City Council, can,
among other things, study and interpret the needs of the community for cultural programs and facilities;
recommend cultural policy on such matters as programming, facilities, and funding; assist local arts groups
to better fulfill their missions; and encourage individuals, civic groups, and businesses to support arts and
culture with time, money, and in-kind services.

The master plan provides an overview of key issues and a “vision statement” for culture in the city. It
presents a series of recommendations on the priorities for culture, addresses the role of the Cultural Services
Division, identifies the necessary resources to realize the goals articulated through the recommendations,
and describes steps toward implementation by the city and arts advocates and organizations.

d. Funding for the Arts and Culture

Huntington Beach has been generous in its support of arts and cultural activities. The recent history of
private sector financial support for the Huntington Beach Arts Center, as well as the city’s funding of the
Cultural Services Division over the past eight years, indicate a trend of increased support.

Huntington Beach has some very effective, private-sector fund-raising initiatives. The Huntington Harbour
Philharmonic Committee raises money, some of which goes to support local educational experiences for
children around certain types of music. The Huntington Beach Arts Center Foundation has raised
significant sums of money in support of the construction and programming at the Huntington Beach Arts
Center, some of which will involve educational programs for children. Fund-raising in Huntington Beach
has historically been focused on “bricks and mortar” capital funding.
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The downtown and the Pacific coast areas have been designated as “visitor serving” in the General Plan.
The City is committed to developing destination attractions and activities in those areas, most of which are
seen to be related to arts and culture. These attractions and activities include the Huntington Beach Arts
Center, the planned Celebration Plaza, arts and craft fairs and festivals, and concerts in Pier Plaza and
Huntington Beach Central Park Amphitheater. These attractions are bringing visitor dollars to the targeted
areas, increasing foot traffic and bringing consumers that increase retail sales.

e. Urban Design, Aesthetics, and Public Art

While the City and the various community groups have taken action to develop a pleasing urban
environment, the visual appeal and feel of the city remain key concerns for many residents. Residents
would like to see a concerted effort undertaken to improve this important aspect of the community. Issues
regarding landscape and plant selection, hardscape design, building materials, public space allocation and
the inclusion of public arts are but a few of the issues raised.

ISSUE

1. A citywide inventory of historic resources has never been conducted. A historic inventory would
help identify all structures and sites critical to the overall historic character of the community.
(HCR L.1.1)

2. The City has given local landmark designation to some historically significant structures, however
no standards, requirements or guidelines have been created to preserve or protect them. (HCR
1.1.4, HCR 1.2.2, HCR 1.2.3, HCR 1.2.4, and HCR 1.3.7)

3. In the event that historical structures are unable to remain at their current sites, the City should
establish a relocation site or “historical park.” (HCR 1.2.1, and HCR 1.2.3)

4. Downtown commercial and residential areas are experiencing extreme development pressures to
intensify their land uses. No guidelines exist to protect and/or restore the historic character of these
older areas. As a result, older structures are being demolished for the construction of new
buildings. The City is losing the historic character of the area. (HCR 1.1.3, HCR 1.1.4, HCR 1.2.1,
HCR 1.2.3, HCR 1.2.4, HCR 1.3.3, HCR 1.3.4, HCR 1.3.6, and HCR 1.3.7)

Adaptive reuse has been underutilized and should be promoted. (HCR 1.3.6)

6. The City’s per capita income and education levels are among the highest in the nation. These
demographics suggest a population likely to have high expectations for services, particularly in the
area of arts and cultural activities. (HCR 2.2.1, and HCR 3.2.2)

7. Most of the support for arts and culture has come from a relatively narrow spectrum of Huntington
Beach residents. The percentages of younger families, children and youth, and the populations of
Latino and Asian residents are increasing. As a result, the mix of arts and cultural programming
will have to be designed to meet the needs of a demographically diverse audience. Much of the
thrust of the Cultural Master Plan involves recognizing the necessity to reach new constituencies, to
broaden the programming offered and to identify new sources of financial and political support for
the full range of cultural activities. (HCR 2.2.1 and HCR 3.2.2)

8. One of the major problems facing cultural and historic groups is the difficulty in obtaining
information about access to facilities and financial resources. While the Cultural Services Division
has an extensive collection of publications on arts issues, historic services, and fund-raising, access
to that information is limited. (HCR 2.1.1 and HCR 2.2.2)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

There is a lack of a ready means of communication within the arts community. It will be important
to develop mechanisms to address this need for better communication, to allow for more effective
sharing of information among artists and groups, and to inform a wider public of cultural activities

in the arts community. (HCR 2.1.1 and HCR 2.2.2)

The ability of small, volunteer cultural/historic groups to handle the managerial aspects of their
operations is often limited. This is partly due to a lack of sufficient time or grounding in business,
space development, and tenant/landlord skills. (HCR 2.1.2)

Recently constructéd arts facilities will require time to become fully operational and their impact on
the cultural community is necessarily difficult to assess. Additional cultural facilities will
ultimately be required to address the full range of community needs. (HCR 5.2.2)

Examples of currently underutilized performing arts facilities are:

« Golden West College has a large amphitheater with seating for about 1,000; it is only
minimally used. It would require stage and technical support improvements to make it more
useful;

«  The Huntington Beach High School Auditorium, seating about 700, is heavily utilized during
the school year; however, it is available during the summer months and might be more fully
utilized then. Rehabilitation work is needed for the facility to function more effectively for
school and community use;

=  The Huntington Beach Public Library and Cultural Center’s utility for arts and cultural groups
is presently limited by the lack of staff available for programming and the relatively high rental
fees charged to arts and cultural groups for their use;

»  The grounds of the Newland House Museum and Newland Barn could be used for additional
cultural and/or historic programming. However, the lack of space for collections and archives
warrants the development of a local museum centrally located; and

o Existing theatrical spaces are heavily used, so it is clear that there is interest in theater.
However, there is little performing space available for programming smaller bilingual,
multi-cultural performances and experimental productions.  Renovation of outdoor
amphitheaters in city parks is needed to allow for a broader range of programming, increased
use by local organizations and increased safety and comfort of audiences. (HCR 5.1.1, HCR
5.1.2, and HCR 5.2.2)

Providing opportunities for artists to live and work in Huntington Beach is important to the
long-term growth of the city’s cultural life. There are no affordable artists” spaces for living and
working in Huntington Beach in lower cost space in industrial and/or business parks outside of the
downtown core or vacant downtown buildings. (HCR 5.2.4)

There is a need for outdoor interpretive centers to address several aspects of the city’s history,
notably the Bolsa Chica wetlands and the Native American populations. (HCR 5.1.1)

While the City is not responsible as the lead public entity to provide arts programs for school age
children and youth, it has been a strong advocate for increased attention in this area. The public
schools in Huntington Beach have cut back programming in arts education in order to address
severe budget problems. The issue of lack of access to arts training and appreciation course has
affected other curriculum efforts to enhance leamning in the classroom, to improve school
attendance, and to enhance the self-esteem of students, particularly youth at risk. (HCR 4.1.2)
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Currently, there is no one coordinating or fostering long-term relationships between professional
artists and the public schools. In the elementary schools, for example, programs are either
enrichment assemblies or field trips or are provided by classroom teachers rather than professional
artists. (HCR 4.1.2)

Because of the music education programming of the Huntington Harbour Philharmonic Committee
and its fund-raising to support those programs, the City’s students have access to a range of musical
experiences. But, while activities in this discipline are provided on a consistent basis, others (in
particular, drama and the visual arts) are not, unless they are offered on an ad hoc basis by
particular teachers or parents. (HCR 4.1.2)

Without comprehensive funding for arts and culture in all parts of the city, it is very difficult to
equitably address the needs of the community. A current priority is the need of the Huntington

Beach Arts Center to get its programming in place and develop a secure base of endowed support.
(HCR 5.1.2 and HCR 5.2.3)

The City has been very supportive of cultural activities, responding to impressive community
support and fund-raising; yet these very programs are expected to fulfill a no-net-cost requirement.
The Cultural Services Division is designated as the City’s local arts agency and, as a result, is
eligible for significant funding available through state and federal sources to such agencies. (HCR
5.2.3 and HCR 5.1.4)

The visitor industry is seeking ways to promote Huntington Beach as a destination. While it is
unlikely at the current time that the City’s arts groups will be a primary reason for a visit, they
certainly can contribute to a lengthened stay. The potential for cultural tourism may provide
opportunity for additional funding partnerships. (HCR 5.2.1)
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GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES

The following section presents the goals, objectives,
policies, and programs for Historic and Cultural
Resources in the City of Huntington Beach. At the end
of each policy is a reference to the appropriate
implementation  program. Each implementation
program’s schedule and possible funding sources are
indicated in the Historic and Cultural Implementation
Matrix.

Historical Resources

Goal

HCR 1 :

To promote the preservation and restoration of the
sites, structures and districts which have
architectural, historical, and/or archaeological
significance to the City of Huntington Beach.

Objective
HCR 1.1
Ensure that all the City’s historically and
archaeologically significant resources are identified and
protected.

Policies

HCR 1.1.1

Identify all the historically and archaeologically
significant resources in Huntington Beach. (/-HCR 1)

HCR1.1.2

Consider the designation of any historically significant
public trees, archaeological sites, or structural sites or
areas deemed to be of historical, archaeological, or
cultural significance as a Huntington Beach City
Historical Point, Site or District. (I-HCR 1, and I-HCR
2, I-HCR 3,)

HCR1.1.3

Consider establishing a historic overlay for historic
structures throughout the City. The overlay should be
structured to allow the underlying land use to continue
through the reuse of the historic structure. (I-ACR 1, I-
HCR 3, I-HCR 5, and LU 15.3.1)

HCR 1.1.4
Consider recording the importance of oil history in the
City’s development. (I-HCR 1)

Objective

HCR 1.2 .

Ensure that the City ordinances, programs, and policies
create an environment which fosters preservation,
rehabilitation, and sound maintenance of historic and
archaeological resources.

Policies

HCR 1.2.1

Utilize the Secretary of Interior Standards for Historic
Rehabilitation and standards and guidelines as
prescribed by the State Office of Historic Preservation
as the architectural and landscape design standards for
rehabilitation, alteration, or additions to sites containing
historic resources in order to preserve these structures in
a manner consistent with the site’s architectural and
historic integrity. (I-HCR I, I-HCR 3, and I-HCR 5)

HCR 1.2.2

Encourage new development to be compatible with
adjacent existing historic structures in terms of scale,
massing, building materials and general architectural
treatment. (I-HCR 6)

HCR1.23
Investigate the appropriateness of expanding the
“receiver site” program. (I-HCR 1)

HCR1.2.4

Investigate the feasibility of initiating an “adopt a
building”™ program to preserve historic structures that
would be removed from their sites. (I-HCR I)

Objective

HCR 1.3

Consider the provision of incentives (strategies,
assistance, and regulations) for the maintenance and/or
enhancement of privately owned historic properties in a
manner that will conserve the integrity of such
resources in the best possible condition.

Policies

HCR 1.3.1

Encourage owners of  eligible historic
income-producing properties to use the tax benefits
provided by the 1981 Tax Revenue Act. (I-HCR 1)
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HCR 1.3.2

Consider the waiver of building permit fees for owners
of small properties with historic resources who are
unable to benefit from other government programs for
the rehabilitation, alteration or reuse of their structure(s)
only if rehabilitated in accordance with established
historic preservation guidelines. (I-HCR 1)

HCR 1.3.3

Consider allowing flexibility in building code
requirements for the rehabilitation of historic structures
as specified in State Historical Building Code Part 8,
Title 24 if rehabilitated in accordance with established
historic preservation guidelines. (I-HCR I)

HCR 134

Provide appropriate technical advice to private property
. owners seeking to restore historically significant
structures. (I-HCR 1)

HCR1.3.5

Advocate that local lending institutions provide
appropriate financing for the rehabilitation and
restoration of historically significant structures. (I-HCR

7)

HCR 1.3.6

Encourage appropriate adaptive reuse of historic
resources in order to prevent misuse, disrepair and
demolition, taking care to protect surrounding
neighborhoods from incompatible uses. (I-HCR I)

HCR 1.3.7

Explore altematives that enable a property owner to
sensitively add to the existing structure, or develop an
accompanying building on the site that allows property
development rights to be realized. Deviation to
setbacks, heights and parking requirements should be
considered to make the preservation of an existing
historic building feasible when no other reasonable
alternative exists. (I-HCR I and I-HCR 6)

Objective

HCR 14

Promote public education and awareness of the unique
history of the Huntington Beach area and community
involvement in its retention and preservation.

Policies

HCR 1.4.1

Encourage the promotion of the City’s historic
resources in visitor and tourist oriented brochures.
(I-HCR 8)

HCR 1.4.2
Promote community awareness of historic preservation
through Huntington Beach’s appointed and elected
officials, the Community Services Department, the
Library Services Department, and local organizations.
(I-HCR &)

HCR 1.43

Encourage the involvement of the local schools and
Goldenwest College in preservation programs and
activities. (I-HCR 8)

HCR 1.4.4

Consider Combining sites containing historic features
(interpretive  centers) with recreational leaming
opportunities. (I-HCR 9)

HCR 145

Encourage the provision of uses that are conducive to
public use and education in historic structures. (I-HCR
1, and I-HCR 4)

Cultural Resources

Goal

HCR2

Develop avenues for communication and
participation in arts and cultural activities and
programming to bring together diverse segments of
the community.

Objective

HCR 2.1

Improve access to arts and cultural activity for all
residents and assist in networking information of
cultural activities.

Policies
HCR2.1.1
Assist cultural groups in networking and bringing artists
and arts organizations together. (I-HCR 10 and I-HCR
12)
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HCR2.1.2
Provide technical assistance to historic, cultural groups
and artists. (J-HCR 11)

Objective

HCR 2.2

Raise the community’s awareness of the full range of
arts, history, and culture available in Huntington Beach.

Policies

HCR 2.2.1

Provide opportunities for increased exposure for arts
and cultural activities throughout the city. (I-HCR 12
and I-HCR 13)

HCR2.2.2
Facilitate networking between arts and cultural groups
and the general public. (/-HCR 12 and I-HCR 13)

Goal

HCR3

Highlight the City’s unique cultural heritage and
enhance its visual appeal. -

Objective

HCR 3.1

Promote a high standard of visual quality of art,
architecture and landscape architecture in the public
realm. '

Policies

HCR3.1.1

Increase community representation and input into the
decision making about arts and culture. (-HCR 1,
U.D. 1.4.1, and I'lUD 5)

HCR3.1.2
Consider that individuals advising the City on cultural,
urban and visual design issues have a background in
architecture, urban design, or fine arts. (/-HCR I and
UD. 14.1)

HCR3.1.3

Encourage urban design and public art projects to
enhance the image of the City and foster a sense of
place. (I-HCR 1, I-HCR 14, and U.D. 1.4.1)

Objective

HCR3.2

Clarify and highlight the cultural heritage and identities
of Huntington Beach for residents and visitors.

Policies

HCR 3.2.1

Preserve and reuse historically significant structures,
where feasible. (I-HCR 3 and I-HCR 7)

HCR3.2.2 .
Consider providing educational opportunities that focus

on the City‘s cultural history. (I-HCR I, I-HCR 3, and
I-HCR 8)

Goal

HCR 4 :
Expand opportunities for the City’s children to
receive quality experiences of arts and culture.

Objective

HCR 4.1

Strive for a full range of performing and visual arts,
educational programming and experiences to children
throughout the city. ‘

Policies
HCR 4.1.1
Seek support for arts education. (-HCR 8)

HCR 4.1.2
Strive to broaden cultural opportunities for children.
(I-HCR &)

Goal

HCRS

Establish a wide range of arts and cultural programs
and facilities that address the needs and interest of
residents, workers, and visitors.

Objective

HCRS5.1

Ensure adequate facilities, staff, and funding for all city
provided arts programs.

Policies

HCR5.1.1

Assure that existing cultural facilities in Huntington
Beach are used effectively. (I-HCR 8 and I-HCR 12)

HCRS5.1.2
Advocate partnership agreements for capital projects.
(I-HCR 1, I'HCR 8, I-HCR 10, and I-HCR 12)
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HCRS5.1.3

Identify and consider the interests of the community
while planning new cultural facilities. (I-HCR 8, I-HCR
10, and I-HCR 12)

HCR5.1.4
Consider a permanent funding mechanism to support
the local art agency. (I-HCR 13)

Objective
HCR5.2
Facilitate the growth of the arts and cultural community.

Policies

HCRS5.2.1

Encourage the participation of new audiences for arts
and cultural activities. (I-HCR 8, ILHCR 13, and I-HCR

16)

HCR5.2.2

Coordinate and cooperate with other city departments
and interest groups with the planning for existing and
new public cultural amenities. (-HCR 17)

HCR5.2.3
Assist in the development of partnerships among arts
groups and the business community. (-HCR &8 and
I-HCR 12)

HCR 5.24
Encourage opportunities for artists to live and work in
Huntington Beach. (I-HCR 1)

IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAMS

I-HCR 1
Studies/Mapping/Surveys

a. Perform an expanded (Citywide) survey which
updates the list of structures or sites identified
as having  Thistorical or archaeological
significance.

b. Review existing criteria for surveying
resources and revise the criteria, as
appropriate.

¢. Conduct a study investigating the feasibility of
creating new or expanding “receiver sites” and
creating an “adopt a building” program. (An
“adopt a building” program includes corporate
or civic group’s sponsoring the refurbishing,
rehabilitation, and continued upkeep of a
historic structure).

Study the feasibility of enacting a program to
provide  incentives  for  preservation,
restoration, rehabilitation or relocation of
historic resources through purchase of facade
easements, waiver of fees, flexible building
requirements, adaptive re-use, rehabilitation
loans and grants, and technical advice by
person(s) qualified in historic preservation,
restoration techniques, and loans and grant
programs, receiver site and building and siting
regulations.

Examine the feasibility of establishing a
historical resource center which acts as an
archive and clearinghouse of artifacts and
resource documentation and provides leaming
opportunities for the public.

Explore the feasibility of relocating the
Historical Society’s city archives to an
accessible location such as the downtown.

Consider developing an oil history museum or
interpretive center.

Determine and implement a mechanism to
broaden resident representation and input into
urban design and aesthetic concerns to
appropriate boards and commissions.

Explore the development of a plan for a
phased- in “cultural corridor” including the
areas surrounding Golden West College,
Huntington Central Park, Main Street Library,
Main Street and the Art Center to the Pier.
The plan shall consider such things as:

* developing a uniform visual identity
through street banners and signage and
public improvements; and

* identifying potential sites for
City-sponsored public artwork.

Explore  designating  historic  and/or
architecturally significant points, structures,
sites and districts with a Historic Overlay Land
Use Designation.

Explore the development of a local cable
program’ series highlighting the community’s
history.

Explore the feasibility of developing a local
Native American peoples interpretive center.
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m. Explore if there is sufficient programming and
audience for a small, flexible (or “black box”)
theatrical space in the downtown, geared
toward multi-purpose usage and small,
experimental productions.

n. Determine the nature of public and private
support for the proposed International Surfing
Museum.

o. Explore shared, and affordable, “work/live”

space for artists and arts groups.

I-HCR 2
Munijcipal Code/Design Guidelines

Utilize the State of California Historic Building Code to
accommodate the rehabilitation of historic and older
structures,

I-HCR 3

Preservation Ordinance

Consider the creation of a Preservation Ordinance. The
Preservation Ordinance shall:

a. enable the City to designate any site deemed
historically, archaeologically, or culturally
significant as a historic point, structure, site, or
district;

b. establish design guidelines and standards for
preservation, adaptive re-use, etc.;

c. establish criteria and procedures for creating
new historic overlay areas; and

d. conform to State and Federal criteria for
establishing a preservation ordinance.

I-HCR 4
Land Use Element

Implement land use programs as cited in I-LU 1, I.LU
7, AND I-LU 14.

I-HCR 5
Rehabilitation and Preservation Standards

Maintain on file the Secretary of Interior Standards for
Historic Rehabilitation and the standards and guidelines
of the State Office of Historic Preservation as guidelines
on restoring, altering or adding to designated historic
structures.

I-HCR 6
Design Review/Permitting Process/Environmental

Review

a. Review existing design standards and
guidelines to ensure they are conducive to
compatible development, if warranted, revise
the design standards.

b. Review the impacts of zoning changes and
General Plan amendments - on historic
preservation objectives and, if warranted,
revise the proposed zone change or Plan
amendment to reflect the historic preservation
objectives.

c. Continue the current procedures for reviewing
all demolition permit applications for historic
structures.

I-HCR 7
Historic Resources Funding

Work with local lending institutions in developing a
financing program or other programs to provide
financial assistance benefiting owners of historic
resources who can prove a need for financial assistance
in connection with historic preservation.

I-HCR 8
Interagency Participation and Coordination

a. Work with the Huntington Beach Conference
and Visitor’s Bureau on developing brochures,
self-guided walking tours, traveling exhibits
promoting the historical resources of the City.

b. Work with the local school districts, local
preservation  programs, libraries, and
community centers to:

+  develop and promote preservation classes,
activities and programs;

+ enhance the range and scope of arts
educational programming offered by the
City, including:

- a cultural proérams for cable
television,

- a youth oriented calendar of arts and
. cultural events, and

- an artist residencies program located
in community centers and other
youth oriented facilities throughout
the City; and
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= provide art and historic classes accessible
to a diverse range of residents.

c.  Work with Jocal preservation organizations to
develop a historic building handbook that
describes historic  structures, sites, and
districts, and provides information on building
research and appreciation, and sets forth
guidelines for rehabilitation as funds are
available.

d. Coordinate with local historic preservation
organizations such as the Historical Society.

e. Work with other City departments to develop a
plan to assure that existing arts and cultural
facilities are rehabilitated and maintained as
feasible.

f. Coordinate proposals for new facility needs
with the Central Park Master Plan’s proposed
additional outdoor performing arts spaces, and
the Beach Master Plan’s proposed arts and
cultural programming in the Pier Plaza area.

g. Establish a high-level, inter-agency working
group of senior staff from appropriate City
departments to coordinate cultural initiatives.

h. Link cultural tourism objectives through
promotional tie-ins and special events with a
cultural focus or component.

I-HCR 9
Recreation and Community Services Element

Implement Parks and Recreation policies and programs
as cited in RCS 1.1.2 and I-RCS 2.

I-HCR 10
Arts/Cultaral Resources Network

Develop systems and networks to provide access to
information resources, such as:

a. a community arts, culture, and history
newsletter;

b. a clearinghouse cataloguing and registering
temporary and permanent spaces available for
arts and cultural use;

a centralized event clearinghouse;

an artists’ register available for an art in public
places program, gallery owners, presenters,
and others with resumes, slides or tapes; and

e. amedia production resource list.

I-HCR 11
Technical Assistance Programs

Develop technical assistance programs to train
community arts, cultural, and historic groups in, but not
limited to, the following:

a. running a small organization - financial
management, fund-raising, marketing and
long-range planning;

b. developing partnerships and joint ventures
with private businesses, City agencies and
others; and

€. planning to assess community interest and
identify and encourage new audiences.

I-HCR-12

Business Leader, Art Administrators, and Resident
Outreach

a. Develop a private sector group of business and
civic leaders, arts organizations and artists to
provide leadership support for arts and cultural
activities.

b. Work with community groups to develop
residents’ program interests.

I-HCR 13
Arts Programming

Incorporate arts and cultural events as part of existing
community events and attractions, major sporting
events, and community celebrations where feasible.

I-HCR 14
Public Art Ordinance

Consider the creation of a public art ordinance that
encourages public and private sector involvement. The
ordinance shall:

a. identify funding sources for a formal public
arts program; and

b. utilize the existing ad hoc art program as a
model.
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I-HCR 15
Celebration Plaza

Continue to oversee the development and programming
for the Celebration Plaza located at the intersection of
Main Street and Acacia Avenue. As currently planned,
the Celebration Plaza is an outside public assembly area
which includes hardscape and landscape amenities
connecting the Arts Center and the Main Street Branch

Library.

I-HCR 16
Allied Arts Board and Historic Resources Board

Diversify the membership of the Allied Arts Board and
the Historic Resources Board to include a broader
perspective from all segments of the city.

I-HCR 17
Cultural Master Plan

Implement the City Council approved Cultural Master
Plan, as feasible.
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